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About the Author

Michael Sipser has taught theoretical computer science and mathematics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for the past 32 years. He
is a Professor of Applied Mathematics, a member of the Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL), and the current head
of the mathematics department. He enjoys teaching and pondering the many mysteries of complexity theory.
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Must have for any comp sci student's library
By compsciguy on 13 Oct. 2011

Format: Hardcover

I bought this book for my computer science undergrad, it is superb. One of the few books that
explains subjects this complex yet still only requires a single read to understand any of its
explanations. This along with Sommerville's software engineering and a couple of other titles are
absolute musts for any computer scientist's book shelf, I will keep these until I retire. I really wish
everything that was on my undergrad reading last had been written like this, NFAs and DFAs
seemed so trivial because of it. Glad I bought the hardback (though technically I bought paperback
and ended up with a hardback anyway. Lucky)

Comment  2 people found this helpful. Was this review helpful to you?    Report
abuse

The same as the 2nd edition, except for Subsection 2.4 (!!)
By Daniel on 13 Dec. 2014

Format: Paperback

I have the 2nd edition (hardcover), which I bought long ago. I was considering buying this edition as
well but it seems that the *only* difference is a new subsection (2.4). I've checked both books
section by section and counted the number of pages in each section and can confirm this.

In conclusion, if you want to save some (possibly a lot) of money, consider the second edition
instead.

1 Comment  3 people found this helpful. Was this review helpful to you?    Report
abuse

Simply superb
By A. J. Mcveigh on 14 Sept. 2011

Format: Hardcover  Verified Purchase
I did a comp. sci. phd a couple of years back and, having a background in electronics engineering,
needed a primer for automata theory etc. I found this book to be absolutely crystal clear in its
explanations - the part about how to convert an NFA into the equivalent DFA still sticks out in my
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Clear explanations. Needed as a text for my university
course but good material anyway.
Published 2 months ago by Ben P

Such a readable and engaging text.
Could not put it down. Such a readable and engaging
text.
Published 23 months ago by Amazon Customer

A good book
A very well written and easily understandable book. It
gets straight to the point and explains everything in
detail in a short way. Read more
Published on 23 May 2013 by Thalley

Review
Like new and required additional "words": x x x x x x x
x x x x x x x x x x x.
Published on 14 Dec. 2012 by Tomi A. Pasanen

Perfect condition
The book "Introduction to the theory of computation"
came in perfect condition and within the time frame
that was estimated.
Published on 16 Oct. 2011 by Filipa Cardoso
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mind as a classic example of cleverly mixing up an intuitive understanding with theory. Brilliant.

This book is highly readable and I return to it sometimes just to enjoy revisiting its excellent
explanations. I'd classify this as one of the top 5 computer books I've ever read. It is simply superb
and I recommend it heartily. All books should be this clear.

Comment  2 people found this helpful. Was this review helpful to you?    Report
abuse

One of my favourite textbooks
By Notmyname on 27 Aug. 2014

Format: Hardcover  Verified Purchase
Excellent introduction to the theory of computation for computer science students. Clear
explanations, examples and diagrams reinforced with problems and selected solutions. Probably
the most worthwhile purchase out of all of my course books.

Comment  Was this review helpful to you?    Report abuse

Well written and interesting, but can be a bit dry at times.
By Keith Rooney on 6 May 2014

Format: Paperback  Verified Purchase
A very good book, which I am using for my Complexity course in college. It is no surprise that it is
so highly recommended already. However, it can be a little dry to read at times.

Comment  One person found this helpful. Was this review helpful to you?    Report
abuse
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